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2018 Chamber of the Year. Now, that 
has to be outstanding. 

I want to congratulate Jamee Jolly, 
the president of the Plano Chamber, as 
well as the entire Plano Chamber of 
Commerce team, for all your hard work 
to make our business community such 
a thriving success. 

God bless you, and I salute you. 
f 

PALESTINIAN CHILDREN 

(Ms. MCCOLLUM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, over 
the past decade, Congress has provided 
Israel with more than $30 billion in se-
curity assistance. Israel’s security is 
important, but according to UNICEF, 
Israel is the only country in the world 
that systematically uses its military 
to arrest, interrogate, and imprison 
children—Palestinian children—some 
as young as 12 years old. Countless 
cases of mistreatment, solitary con-
finement, and forced confessions have 
been documented by Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch, and 
our own State Department. 

We must ensure that no U.S. tax dol-
lars are supporting the mistreatment 
and abuse of Palestinian children. I 
urge my colleagues to cosponsor H.R. 
4391, a bill to prohibit U.S. funds from 
supporting Israel’s violent military de-
tention and abuse of Palestinian chil-
dren. 

This abuse must stop. Peace in the 
Middle East can be achieved only by 
ensuring Israel’s security, respecting 
human rights, and promoting equality 
and justice for all Palestinians. 

f 

U.S. INSTITUTE OF PEACE PLAYS 
CRITICAL ROLE IN CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today at 12:30, the U.S. 
Institute of Peace will offer an edu-
cational briefing for Members and staff 
on the Institute’s role in reducing vio-
lent conflict abroad. As a strong sup-
porter of the U.S. Institute of Peace, I 
am pleased to welcome President 
Nancy Lindborg to the Hill today. She 
will explain the history and relevance 
of the Institute’s congressional mission 
and how it helps our country find non-
violent solutions to international con-
flicts. 

President Lindborg will provide an 
update on the Institute’s programs and 
how its training and educational func-
tions are building long-term capacities 
for nonviolent conflict resolution that 
help countries solve their own prob-
lems. She will be joined by colleagues, 
who will provide policy updates and ex-
plain how the Institute’s efforts are 
having an impact in both Africa and 
the Middle East. 

In 1984, the U.S. Institute of Peace 
was created by Congress as an inde-
pendent, nonpartisan institute to pre-
vent, mitigate, and resolve violent 
international conflict. 

Mr. Speaker, conflict management 
and resolution skills are essential in 
today’s volatile international security 
environment, and I am grateful for the 
Institute’s work. 

f 

HOLD SUDAN ACCOUNTABLE FOR 
THE MURDER OF JOHN GRAN-
VILLE 
(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I have proudly stood before 
this House on many occasions to honor 
the life and legacy of south Buffalo na-
tive John Granville. John was a young 
diplomat with the United States Agen-
cy for International Development and, 
tragically, was murdered by Islamic 
extremists in Khartoum, Sudan, in 
2008. 

At the time of his death, John was 
working with the people of South 
Sudan to prepare them for elections 
and their eventual independence as the 
newest country in the world in 2011. 

A decade after John’s death, the 
Granville family is still fighting the 
international justice system to hold 
the Government of Sudan accountable 
for his death. 

The Trump administration’s Depart-
ment of State is now considering re-
moving Sudan from the list of state- 
sponsored terrorists. If the State De-
partment allows for that removal, Su-
dan’s responsibility for John’s death 
and the escape of his convicted mur-
derers must be a condition for the 
State Department’s action in this mat-
ter. 

f 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF EASTON 
AIRPORT 

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Easton/ 
Newnam Field Airport on its 75th anni-
versary. Easton Airport on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore is a fixture in the Talbot 
County community and celebrates a 
rich and patriotic history. 

Originally constructed by the mili-
tary during World War II, the Easton 
Airport was used as one of the hun-
dreds of bases for military planes pa-
trolling the East Coast for Nazi sub-
marines. After the war, the Federal 
Government sold the Easton Airport, 
and others like it, to the local jurisdic-
tions in which they were located for 
just $1. 

Since the end of World War II, the 
Easton Airport has grown to be one of 
the busiest general aviation facilities 
in Maryland, serving local businesses, 
the military, corporate pilots, and 
aviation enthusiasts. 

Congratulations to the Easton Air-
port on this tremendous anniversary, 
and cheers to another 75 years of serv-
ing Talbot County, the State of Mary-
land, and the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

ELECTION SECURITY LETTER 
(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this month, Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller indicted 12 Russian intel-
ligence operatives for their activities 
hacking Democratic email and com-
puter networks during the 2016 elec-
tion. 

In Illinois, our State Board of Elec-
tions was also targeted and its voter 
registration database breached. Data 
on tens of thousands of Illinois voters 
was taken. This breach and the taking 
of voter data is an unacceptable, mali-
cious attack on our Nation and its peo-
ple. 

We must not only hold the attackers 
accountable; we need to ensure that at-
tacks on our next election are defended 
against. Personally, I have met with 
county clerks for the district I rep-
resent, and I know they are taking ac-
tion, treating this threat seriously. 

We need to ensure that our Federal 
Government is responding with the 
same level of urgency. That is why, 
today, I led my Illinois colleagues in a 
letter requesting a briefing from the 
Department of Justice on their elec-
tion security efforts in our State. 

Protecting the integrity of our elec-
tion is fundamental to our democracy. 
I urge the Department of Justice to 
work with Illinois to secure our elec-
tion infrastructure and prepare for this 
serious national threat. 

f 

ABIY AHMED ALI REVIVES 
ETHIOPIAN REFORMS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr. 
Abiy Ahmed Ali has made positive 
changes in the country since his April 
inauguration. Prime Minister Ali has 
released thousands of political pris-
oners and ended a state of emergency. 

Critically, Dr. Abiy has stated that 
Ethiopia will fully comply with the Al-
giers Agreement, the peace agreement 
signed for the formal end of the war of 
12 years between Ethiopia and Eritrea, 
which, gruesomely, has killed more 
than 100,000 people. 

Prime Minister Abiy’s leadership and 
initiative to personally visit with the 
Eritrean leadership and offer direct 
airline routes has melted away a near-
ly 18-year cold war between the two 
states. 

The United States will continue to 
support Prime Minister Abiy’s diplo-
matic outreach and reform, which will 
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